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TIDBITS® LEARNS THAT GRASS IS 
NOT JUST FOR MOWING

by Patricia L. Cook

This Tidbits examines grasses around the world. 
There are many varieties of grasses found from the 
freezing North and South Poles to many deserts and 
the lands along the sultry hot equator.
 
●	 Grasses	belong	in	the	plant	family	botanists	
call	 Poaceae.	 Grasses	 are	 considered	 flowering	
plants,	 but	 the	 flowers	 are	 not	 showy	 as	 they	 are	
on,	 for	 example,	 roses	 and	 sunflowers.	 This	 lack	
of showiness is due to the fact that grasses are 
wind	pollinated	and	not	pollinated	by	 insects.	The	
colorful	blooms	of	most	flowering	plants	are	needed	
to	attract	pollinating	insects.	
●	 The	 grass	 family	 is	 very	 large,	 containing	
an	estimated	10,000	species	worldwide.	Over	1,000	
species	occur	in	North	America.
●	 Grasses	 range	 widely	 in	 shape	 and	 size,	
ranging from golf course turf and lawn grass to 
wheat,	corn,	rice,	sugarcane	and	bamboo.	
●		 Grasses	can	be	as	short	as	the	greens	on	a	golf	
course and as tall as bamboo that can reach heights 
of	 120	 feet	 (40	m).	 Golfers	 around	 the	world	 are	
thankful	 for	 the	manicured	greens	 that	 allow	putts	
to	roll	precisely	as	intended.	Pandas	are	thankful	for	
the	 large	 bamboo	 forests	 they	 depend	 on	 for	 their	
sustenance.	Talk	about	picky	eaters:	Bamboo	is	all	
they will eat! 

turn the page for more!
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Every	preschooler	I	know	loves	outdoor	summer	fun,	birthday	
parties	and	anything	to	do	with	dinosaurs.	Put	that	combination	
together,	and	 it's	 likely	 that	a	dinosaur-themed	party	will	be	
somewhere	in	your	parenting	repertoire	during	the	early	years.	
So	save	this	recipe	and	use	it	when	it's	time	to	create	sandy	
triceratops	party	 favors.	These	 surprises	 inspired	by	another	
place	in	time	are	something	the	kids	will	never	forget.
If	there	are	older	kids	in	the	family	who	have	already	earned	
their	 degree	 in	 the	 dino	 phase,	 let	 them	 get	 their	 hands	 in	
the	mix	and	help	you	prepare	this	sand-goop	recipe	to	make	
triceratops	party	favors	 for	 their	younger	brother's	or	sister's	
party.	Once	this	sand	clay	is	off	the	stove	and	has	cooled	(yes,	
you'll	be	cooking	sand!),	mold	it	around	plastic	eggs	containing	
little	plastic	or	rubber	dinosaurs.	If	you	don't	have	plastic	eggs,	
mold	the	sand	clay	around	the	toys	to	form	a	ball.	Anyway	you	
do	it,	let	them	dry	a	few	days	until	hard.
On	the	day	of	your	party,	pass	one	out	to	each	child,	or	hide	
them	in	your	yard	for	guests	to	fi	nd	in	a	treasure	hunt.	Invite	
them	all	to	follow	you	to	the	sidewalk.	Tell	them	to	tap-tap-tap	
their	eggs	against	the	concrete.	The	eggs	will	break	after	a	few	
tentative	hits,	and	voila!	Your	party	guests	have	just	hatched	
a slew of baby dinos into the world! Perfect for a "birthday" 
favor.

SAND CLAY RECIPE
Put	 1	 cup	 clean	 sand,	 1/2	 cup	 cornstarch,	 1	 1/2	 teaspoons	
powdered	alum	(in	the	spice	section	of	your	market)	and	1/2	
cup	water	in	an	old	cooking	pot.	Stir	with	hands	or	a	spoon.	
An	adult	should	then	place	the	pot	on	the	stove,	turn	heat	to	
medium	and	continue	stirring	with	a	spoon.
As	it	becomes	warm,	it	will	begin	to	liquefy.	Continue	to	stir	
for	 2-3	minutes	 until	 clay	 thickens.	Remove	 from	heat	 and	
spoon	mixture	onto	cutting	board.	Let	cool.
Make	above-mentioned	party-favor	eggs	or	enjoy	molding	the	
clay	into	shapes	and	characters.	There	are	probably	as	many	
ideas	as	there	are	grains	of	sand	between	your	fi	ngers!

Party 
Favors Hide 
Dinosaurs 

Inside

NOT JUST FOR MOWING (continued)
●	 All	of	our	cereal	grains	belong	to	the	grass	
family,	including	wheat,	rice,	wild	rice,	corn,	oats,	
barley,	millet	and	rye.
●	 Some	 grasses	 can	 survive	 in	 very	
inhospitable	places,	from	the	tundra	in	the	extreme	
north to the shifting sands in the harshest deserts 
and	even	where	salt	water	is	present.	
●	 Grasses	 were	 prevalent	 across	 the	 Great	
Plains	of	North	America	and	proved	instrumental	in	
making	the	region	a	great	cattle-grazing	area.	Since	
about	1880,	much	of	the	native	grasslands	have	been	
dissected	by	agriculture.	One	of	the	last	remnants	of	
this vast grassland area untainted by agriculture is 
the Flint Hills region in eastern Kansas. Ecologists 
refer	 to	 this	 ecosystem	 as	 tallgrass	 prairie,	 and	
preservation	of	a	piece	of	it	is	assured	in	the	Tallgrass	
Prairie	National	Preserve	near	Strong	City,	Kansas.
●	 Grains	 are	 one	 of	 the	 four	 primary	 food	
groups	 identifi	ed	 in	 the	 nutritional	 guidelines	
posted	 by	 the	 U.	 S.	 Department	 of	 Agriculture.	
The	 recommended	 daily	 grain	 intake	 for	 adults	 is	
5-8 ounces (141.7-226.8 g) with at least half of 
this	 intake	being	whole	and	not	refi	ned	grain.	The	
USDA	website,	www.choosemyplate.gov,	has	good	
information	on	this	subject.	
●	 The	 connection	 between	 grains,	
carbohydrates	and	obesity	is	a	hot	topic	of	discussion	
among	nutrition	 experts	 in	 the	United	States.	The	
Grains	 Food	 Foundation	 (GFF)	 notes	 that	 whole	
grains	 are	 important	 sources	 of	 iron,	 a	 nutrient	
critical	 to	production	 and	 release	of	 energy	 in	 the	
body.	The	GFF	further	notes	that	the	three	nutrients	
selenium,	potassium	and	magnesium	found	in	whole	
grain	foods	collectively	may	help	boost	immunity,	
lower	blood	pressure	and	prevent	heart	disease	and	
some forms of cancer.
●		 Exotic	grasses	introduced	into	an	area	where	
they are not native can sometimes set the stage for an 
ecological	disaster.	Cheatgrass	that	is	native	to	the	
Mediterranean	region	of	Europe	was	fi	rst	observed	
in	 North	 America	 near	 Denver,	 Colorado,	 in	 the	
late	1800s.	Allegedly,	it	entered	as	a	contaminant	of	
agricultural seed. This grass is now a troublesome 
pest	across	much	of	arid	western	North	America	and	
rated	by	the	USDA	as	a	highly	invasive	species.
●		 Not	 only	 is	 bamboo	 food	 for	 pandas,	 it	 is	
a versatile construction material. Its uses include 
fl	ooring,	fencing,	decking,	support	poles,	paneling,	
edging	and	conduits	(piping)	to	transport	water.	

continued on next page

●	To	soothe	minor	burns	in	the	kitchen,	use	the	cut	side	of	
a	raw	potato	pressed	into	the	burn	area	for	a	minute	or	two.

●	"Personal	appliances	can	get	very	dirty	and	can	harbor	
many	species	of	bacteria.	One	of	the	worst,	in	my	opinion,	
is	the	cellphone.	Make	sure	you	clean	it	regularly	by	wiping	
front	and	back	surfaces	with	a	soft	cloth	dampened	with	
alcohol.	We	 touch	our	phones	with	our	hands,	 and	press	
them	 into	 our	 faces.	 It's	 just	 smart	 to	 keep	 them	 clean."	
--	W.D.	in	Indiana

●	Grilling	season	is	in	full	swing.	A	great	way	to	clean	the	
grill surface is by using a wad of aluminum foil. It can be 
pressed	into	the	grate	to	get	all	the	gunk	off,	both	before	
or after grilling.

●	"I	love	my	windowbox	planters,	but	I	would	always	get	
dirt	splashed	on	my	windows	or	the	sill	when	it	rained.	My	
friend	advised	me	 to	put	a	shallow	 layer	of	 small	gravel	
over	 the	 dirt.	 It	 looks	 nice	 and	 there	 is	 no	 splatter	 after	
watering	or	rain."	Ð	R.L.	in	Washington

●	 To	 remove	 sticky	 residue	 from	 photo	 frames,	 try	
hairspray.	Spray	on,	let	sit	for	just	a	minute,	then	wipe	off.

●	 "When	 you	 have	 small	 children,	 always	 hang	 a	 hand	
towel	 over	 the	 door	 of	 the	 bathroom	 so	 they	 can't	 lock	
themselves	 in	and	get	 scalded	with	hot	water."	 --	 J.R.	 in	
Virginia

Send	 your	 tips	 to	 Now	Here's	 a	 Tip,	 c/o	 King	 Features	
Weekly	 Service,	 P.O.	 Box	 536475,	 Orlando,	 FL	 32853-
6475	or	e-mail	JoAnn	at	heresatip@yahoo.com.

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where is the histor-
ic military base Fort Bragg located?
2. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel "The 
House of Mirth"?
3. HISTORY: Who was the last pharaoh of Egypt?
4. AD SLOGANS: What company's well-known 
advertising slogan is "M'm! M'm! Good!"?
5. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Who once said, "Ev-
erywhere is within walking distance if you have 
the time"?
6. INVENTIONS: What machine did Johannes 
Gutenberg invent?
7. MATH: A fraction is an example of what kind 
of number?
8. MUSICALS: The song "New York, New York" 
comes from what musical?
9. SCIENCE: What does a herpetologist study?
10. MOVIES: In what 1960 movie did the charac-
ter Norman Bates make his appearance?

If	you	love	strawberries	as	much	as	I	do,	then	you've	been	
watching	 the	patch	as	steadfastly	as	 I	have	(and	 it	 really	
doesn't	matter	 if	 your	 "patch"	 is	 in	 your	 backyard	 or	 at	
your	grocery	store).	Strawberries	With	Chocolate-Almond	
Cream	 Sauce	 is	 the	 current	 "most	 favorite"	 strawberry	
recipe	for	you	to	try.

4	cups	sliced	fresh	strawberries
1	 (4-serving)	 package	 sugar-free	 instant	 chocolate	 fudge	
pudding	mix
2/3	cup	nonfat	dry	milk	powder
1	1/2	cups	water
1/2	cup	reduced-calorie	whipped	topping
1/2	teaspoon	almond	extract
1	tablespoon	mini-chocolate	chips
1	tablespoon	slivered	almonds

1.	Spoon	1	cup	sliced	strawberries	into	4	dessert	dishes.	In	
a	large	bowl,	combine	dry	pudding	mix,	dry	milk	powder	
and	water.	Mix	well,	using	a	wire	whisk.	Blend	in	whipped	
topping	and	almond	extract.	Evenly	spoon	about	1/2	cup	
pudding	mixture	over	strawberries	in	each	dish.
2.	In	a	small	bowl,	combine	chocolate	chips	and	almonds.	
Evenly	sprinkle	1	1/2	teaspoons	chips	mixture	over	top	of	
each.	Refrigerate	for	at	least	15	minutes.	Serves	4.

●	 Each	 serving	 equals:	 About	 158	 calories,	 2g	 fat,	 6g	
protein,	 29g	 carb.,	 398mg	 sodium,	 2g	 fi	ber;	 Diabetic	
Exchanges:	1	Fruit,	1/2	Fat-Free	Milk,	1/2	Starch.

Chocolate-
Almond 

Strawberries



1. Entering 2012, how 
many consecutive years 
had it been since the New 
York Yankees had a losing 
season?
2. Who is the only player 
to belt four home runs 
in two different World 
Series?
3. Name the last offensive 
rookie before center 
Maurkice Pouncey in 

2010 to start every regular-
season game for the Pittsburgh Steelers.
4. Who holds the record for most 3-point fi eld 
goals made in the NCAA men's basketball 
championship game? 
5. Name two NHL goalies to have scored a goal 
in both a regular-season game and a playoff 
game.
6. When was the last time the U.S. won a gold 
medal in men's track 5,000 meters?
7. Who held the record for biggest margin 
of victory in the LPGA Championship before 
Cristie Kerr won by 12 shots in 2010?

●	 It	 is	 still	 not	 known	 who	 made	 the	 following	 sage	
observation:	 "Never	 attribute	 to	 malice	 what	 can	 be	
adequately	explained	by	stupidity."

●	If	you	are	an	aficionado	of	the	word	game	Scrabble,	you	
probably	 know	 that	 there	 are	 only	 five	words	 that	 can	 be	
played	using	a	q	but	no	u.	In	case	you're	not	 in	 the	know,	
those	 words	 are	 "faqir,"	 "qaid,	 "	 "qoph,	 "	 "qindar"	 and	
"qintar. "

●	 In	 1774,	 surveyors	 in	Maryland	marked	 off	 a	 parcel	 of	
land	by	mistake.	The	error	was	immortalized	when	the	town	
that	grew	up	on	that	land	adopted	the	name	Accident.	

●	 The	 English	 word	 "mistletoe"	 comes	 from	 an	 Anglo-
Saxon	 phrase	 that	means	 "dung	 on	 a	 twig."	 It	 seems	 that	

the branches where mistletoe is often found have white 
splotches	on	them,	which	some	say	resemble	bird	droppings.	

●	The	martial	 art	 that	 is	 known	 today	 as	 karate	 actually	
originated	 in	 India	 and	 spread	 to	China	 before	 becoming	
popular	in	17th-century	Japan,	where	it	was	dubbed	karate,	
which	means	"empty	hand"	in	Japanese.

●	 These	 days	 you'll	 rarely	 see	 an	 elected	 official	 with	
a	 beard,	 but	 facial	 hair	wasn't	 always	 considered	 to	 be	 a	
liability	in	politics.	In	fact,	it's	been	reported	that	Abraham	
Lincoln	was	inspired	to	grow	a	beard	while	he	was	running	
for	president	in	1860	because	of	a	letter	from	an	11-year-old	
girl.	Grace	Bedell	wrote	to	Lincoln	that	a	beard	would	make	
him	"look	a	great	deal	better,	for	your	face	is	so	thin.	All	the	
ladies	like	whiskers."

●	When	 the	United	 States	 bought	Alaska	 from	Russia	 in	
1867,	the	going	price	was	2	cents	an	acre.

Thought for the Day: "Nothing gives an author so much 
pleasure	 as	 to	 find	 his	 works	 quoted	 by	 other	 learned	
authors."	--	Benjamin	Franklin

NOT JUST FOR MOWING (continued)
●	 Bamboo	 is	 also	 becoming	 known	 in	 the	
bicycle world as a raw material for bicycle frames. 
Bamboosero	 is	 a	 company	 dedicated	 to	 using	
bamboo	 to	 construct	 bicycle	 frames	 in	 developing	
countries.	Bamboo	is	an	excellent	choice	for	frames	
due	 to	 its	 strength	and	fl	exibility.	Also,	bamboo	 is	
plentiful	in	many	developing	countries,	and	building	
bicycles	provides	needed	employment	to	produce	a	
useful	product.	Visit	www.bamboosero.com	to	learn	
more.
●	 Native	 peoples	 in	 North	 America	 and	
Africa	used	grasses	and	other	plants	as	 the	fi	brous	
material	 for	 weaving	 baskets.	 In	 the	 low	 country	
of	 South	 Carolina,	 descendants	 of	 West	 African	
slaves	 continue	 the	 traditions	 of	 basket	 weaving	
using sweet grass that is common to coastal South 
Carolina.	 Native	 Americans	 in	 California	 are	
believed	to	have	managed	vegetation	using	periodic	
land	fi	res	to	remove	unwanted	plant	litter,	trees	and	
shrubs	 from	 stands	 of	 deergrass,	 a	 grass	 prized	 in	
basket	weaving.
●		 If	you	own	or	spend	time	around	dogs	you	
have	 probably	 observed	 them	 eating	 grass.	 Why	
do	dogs	eat	grass?	It’s	a	question	that	has	plagued	
veterinarians	 for	years,	and	 there	 is	no	universally	
accepted	 answer.	 Some	 possible	 answers	 are	 that	
dogs	 simply	 like	 the	 taste	 of	 grass	 or	 that	 grass	
serves	 as	 a	 laxative	 by	 adding	 fi	ber	 to	 the	 dog’s	
diet.	Veterinarians	are	generally	unifi	ed	in	the	belief	
that	grass,	untainted	by	pesticides,	is	not	harmful	to	
dogs. 
●		 Two	of	the	most	important	services	rendered	
by grasses are those of a soil builder and a soil 
conservation	agent.	Oats,	rye	and	ryegrass	are	often	
used	 as	 green	 manure	 and	 cover	 crops.	 A	 green	
manure	crop	is	one	that	is	grown	and	subsequently	
plowed	under	to	build	the	soil.	A	cover	crop	is	grown	
and	 left	 in	place	 to	fl	ourish	 and	prevent	or	 reduce	
soil erosion.

continued on next page
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DEAR PAW'S CORNER: A friend of mine told me 
that annual vaccinations for my cat and two dogs were 
unnecessary and a total scam. He said I only have to 
vaccinate them every three years and that veterinarians are 
just part of a big racket. What do you think? -- Janine H., 
Knoxville, Tenn.

DEAR	 JANINE:	 I	 think	 you	 should	 talk	 to	 your	 pets'	
veterinarian	 before	 making	 a	 decision	 that	 could	 negatively	
affect	their	health,	and	maybe	yours.
Vaccinations	don't	 just	 protect	 pets	 against	 rabies.	They	 also	
receive	 vaccinations,	 particularly	 as	 puppies	 and	 kittens,	 for	
distemper,	feline	leukemia,	parvovirus	and	a	number	of	other	
serious	and	potentially	fatal	diseases.	
There	are	diseases	that	can	also	pass	between	pets	and	humans,	
and	vaccinations	can	prevent	them.
"Pets	 can	 easily	 contract	 Giardia	 and	 Leptospirosis	 from	
standing	water	or	damp	grass,"	said	Dr.	Meg	Connelly	of	the	
Willard	Veterinary	Clinic	in	Quincy,	Mass.	"Many	dogs	love	
swimming	in	water,	sniffi	ng	around	in	the	mud	or	rolling	in	the	

wet	 grass.	Unfortunately,	without	 immunization	 protection,	
these	pets	are	at	 risk	for	contracting	a	serious	or	even	fatal	
illness	that	can	easily	be	spread	to	humans."
Keeping	shots	up	to	date	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	prevent	
both	your	pets	and	you	from	becoming	ill.	And	even	though	
they	seem	pricey	up	front,	they	are	nothing	compared	to	the	
cost	of	medical	care	if	a	pet	should	become	ill	from	a	disease	
it could have been vaccinated against. 
Again,	 talk	 to	 your	 pets'	 vet	 about	 which	 shots	 they	 need	
regularly	and	when	they	need	to	get	them.	If	cost	is	a	factor,	
many	cities	and	 towns	sponsor	 low-	or	no-cost	vaccination	
clinics	 that	 will	 get	 pets	 up	 to	 date	 with	 their	 shots	 for	 a	
reasonable	price.

Send	 your	 questions	 or	 comments	 to	 ask@pawscorner.
com,	 or	 write	 to	 Paw's	 Corner,	 c/o	 King	 Features	Weekly	
Service,	 P.O.	 Box	 536475,	 Orlando,	 FL	 32853-6475.	
For	 more	 pet	 care-related	 advice	 and	 information,	 visit	
www.pawscorner.com.

Do Pets Really Need 
Vaccinations?

●	On	 June	 29,	 1613,	 the	Globe	Theater,	where	most	 of	
Shakespeare's	 plays	 debuted,	 burns	 down.	 The	 Globe	
was	built	in	1599	from	the	timbers	of	London's	very	first	
permanent	theater,	Burbage's	Theater.	The	galleries	could	
seat	 about	 1,000	 people,	 with	 room	 for	 another	 2,000	
"groundlings,"	who	could	stand	around	the	stage.

●	On	June	28,	1888,	writer	Robert	Louis	Stevenson	and	
his family leave San Francisco for their first visit to the 
South	Seas.	 Stevenson,	 an	 adventurous	 traveler	 plagued	
by	tuberculosis,	was	seeking	a	healthier	climate.	His	novel	
"Treasure	Island"	was	published	in	1883.	

●	On	 June	 27,	 1922,	 the	American	 Library	Association	
awards	the	first	Newbery	Medal,	honoring	the	year's	best	
children's	 book,	 to	 "The	Story	of	Mankind"	by	Hendrik	
Willem	van	Loon.	The	Newbery	Medal	seeks	to	encourage	
originality	and	excellence	in	the	field	of	children's	books.

●	On	June	26,	1948,	 in	 response	 to	 the	Soviet	blockade	
of	land	routes	into	West	Berlin,	the	United	States	begins	a	
massive	airlift	of	food,	water	and	medicine	to	the	citizens	
of	 the	 besieged	 city.	 For	 nearly	 a	 year,	 supplies	 from	
American	planes	sustained	the	more	than	2	million	people	
in	West	Berlin.

●	 On	 June	 25,	 1956,	 the	 last	 Packard	 rolls	 off	 the	
production	line	at	Packard's	plant	in	Detroit.	The	classic	
American	luxury	car	used	the	famously	enigmatic	slogan	
"Ask	the	Man	Who	Owns	One."

●	On	June	30,	1962,	Sandy	Koufax	strikes	out	13	batters	
and	 walks	 five	 to	 lead	 the	 Brooklyn	 Dodgers	 over	 the	
New	York	Mets	5-0	with	his	first	career	no-hitter.	Koufax	
went	on	to	throw	three	more	no-hitters,	including	a	perfect	
game	on	Sept.	9,	1965,	in	which	he	allowed	no	hits	and	
no	walks.	

●	On	July	1,	1979,	the	Sony	Walkman	--	the	world's	first	
low-cost,	portable	music	player	--	goes	on	sale	in	Japan.	
The	initial	production	run	of	30,000	units	looked	to	be	too	
ambitious,	as	only	3,000	were	sold	at	$150	apiece	in	the	
first	month.	Some	200	million	sales	later,	Sony	retired	the	
cassette	Walkman	in	2010.

NOT JUST FOR MOWING (continued)
●		 Grasses	 have	 been	 researched	 and	 used	
as	 agents	 to	 clean	 up	 former	 industrial	 sites	
with	 contaminated	 soil.	 Specialists	 working	
with	 and	 refi	ning	 this	 technology	 refer	 to	 it	 as	
phytoremediation.	 Generally,	 soil	 pollutants	 are	
either	 taken	up	by	plants	and	 the	plants	harvested	
and	 treated	 to	 render	 the	 pollutant-laden	 plant	
material	 harmless,	 or	 the	 pollutants	 are	 degraded	
to	something	harmless	in	the	plants’	root	zone.	The	
U.	S.	Environmental	Protection	Agency	recognizes	
this technology as viable in some environmental 
cleanup	situations.
●	 Citronella	 is	 a	 fragrant	 grass	 found	 in	
southeastern	Asia.	 It	 is	 the	source	of	citronella	oil	
used	in	soaps,	medicines	and	perfumes.
●	 Now	that	you	know	more	about	grasses	and	
the	 important	 roles	 they	 play	 in	 our	 lives,	maybe	
you won’t grumble so much when it comes time to 
mow the lawn!

FAMOUS LANDMARKS
OF THE WORLD:

MOUNT RUSHMORE

Many monuments exist that honor early leaders 
of	the	United	States.	Most	of	those	are	on	the	East	
Coast	 where	 signifi	cant	 political	 and	 historical	
events	 took	 place.	Mount	Rushmore	 is	 located	 in	
the	Black	Hills	of	South	Dakota.		

●	 Doane	 Robinson,	 state	 historian	 for	 South	
Dakota,	came	up	with	the	idea	for	a	tourist	attraction	
to	bring	people	to	his	state.	He	imagined	a	memorial	
to	famous	Americans	in	the	western	United	States.	
He	is	known	as	the	“Father	of	Mount	Rushmore.”
●	 Robinson	 contacted	 Gutzon	 Borglum,	 a	
master	 sculptor,	 and	 shared	 his	 idea	 for	 carving	
large	 fi	gures	 in	 the	 Black	Hills.	 Borglum	was,	 at	
the	 time,	 working	 as	 the	 fi	rst	 sculptor	 on	 Stone	
Mountain	near	Atlanta,	Georgia.	His	original	work	
on Stone Mountain was actually totally blasted 
from	the	mountain,	and	that	project	was	fi	nished	by	
others. (He left Stone Mountain because of funding 
disputes.)	He	took	his	 talents	 to	Mount	Rushmore	
and	became	a	part	of	history	with	the	famous	work.	
●		 Borglum,	 originally	 from	 Idaho,	 began	
his art studies at the age of 17. He studied art in 
California	and	France.	The	fi	rst	American	sculpture	
ever	bought	for	New	York’s	Metropolitan	Museum	
of	Art	was	Borglum’s	Mares	of	Diomedes.	His	most	
famous	 artwork	 became	 the	 famous	 heads	 on	 the	
side	of	the	mountains	in	South	Dakota.	
●		 When	 Borglum	 and	 Robinson	 discussed	
the	 sculpture	 work	 for	 the	 Black	Hills,	 Robinson	
wanted	 to	memorialize	America’s	Western	 heroes	
like	 Buffalo	 Bill	 Cody.	 Borglum	 convinced	 him	
to	make	the	memorial	for	all	of	 the	country.	They	
chose	 four	 presidents	who	 stood	 for	 freedom	 and	
democracy. 
●	 The	presidents	chosen	for	Mount	Rushmore	
represent	 the	 fi	rst	 150	 years	 of	American	 history.	
The	 presidents	 and	 their	 completion	 dates	 are:	
George	Washington,	1934;	Thomas	Jefferson,	1936;	
Abraham	Lincoln,	1937;	and	Theodore	Roosevelt,	
1939.

continued on page 6



Blakfyre Games brings families & friends closer 
together through wholesome, enjoyable 
games. We also provide products that 
promote mental & social development 
through fun, engaging media. 
 

• Board Games 
• Tabletop Games 

• All Ages 
• All Skills 

The BEST in Today’s Games 
391 S. Main 
Pleasant Grove 
801-785-9713 
blakfyre.com 

670 West State St 
Pleasant Grove 
 

801-785-1503 

Mon - Thu:  
11:00A - 8:30P 

Fri - Sat:  
11:00A - 10:00P 

BEST MEAL DEAL in PLEASANT GROVE 
2 UTAH BURGERS + 2 FRIES + 2 DRINKS 

Lunch for Two ONLY $ 10.00 
Only with coupon, not valid with other offers Expires 6/30/12 

A New Store Every day! 

We’d love to sell your items & turn them into cash 

Find perfect items to enhance your home’s look 
Call us anytime: 801.701.0603 

Visit us: 285 E. State Street Pleasant Grove 

Tchotchke to Treasure 

SAVE 
NOW ! 

Jambalaya Sausage Kebabs
This	bayou	blast	offers	up	smoky,	savory	flavor	--	stacked	
with	 kielbasa,	 veggies	 and	 Cajun-spiced	 rice.	 Precooked	
sausage	helps	you	get	the	meal	on	the	table	in	about	30	min-
utes.

8	(12-inch)	wooden	skewers	or	4	long	metal	skewers
2	small	(about	6	ounces	each)	zucchini,	cut	diagonally	into	
3/4-inch-thick	slices
1	red	pepper,	cut	into	1	1/4-inch	pieces
1/2	small	Vidalia	onion,	cut	into	4	wedges,	keeping	wedges	
intact
1	tablespoon	olive	oil
1	teaspoon	olive	oil
2	teaspoons	Cajun	seasoning
1	package	(16	ounces)	light	kielbasa	or	other	fully	cooked	
smoked	sausage,	cut	diagonally	into	1-inch	chunks
1	large	stalk	celery,	chopped
1	package	(8.8	ounces)	white	rice,	fully	cooked
1	medium	tomato,	chopped
2	tablespoons	water

1.	Prepare	outdoor	grill	for	covered	direct	grilling	over	me-
dium	 heat.	Meanwhile,	 soak	 wooden	 skewers	 in	 water	 15	
minutes.
2.	In	large	bowl,	toss	zucchini,	pepper,	onion,	1	tablespoon	
oil,	and	1	teaspoon	Cajun	seasoning.	Alternately	thread	veg-
etables	and	kielbasa	onto	skewers.
3.	Place	skewers	on	hot	grill	rack.	Cover	grill	and	cook	10	
to	 12	minutes	 or	 until	 kielbasa	 browns	 and	 vegetables	 are	
tender-crisp,	turning	skewers	occasionally.	Remove	skewers	
to	platter;	keep	warm.
4.	In	nonstick	10-inch	skillet,	heat	remaining	1	teaspoon	oil	
over	 medium	 heat.	Add	 celery	 and	 remaining	 1	 teaspoon	
Cajun	 seasoning.	Cook,	 covered,	 5	minutes	 or	 until	 celery	
softens,	stirring	occasionally.	Stir	in	rice,	tomato	and	water.	
Cover	and	cook	3	minutes	or	until	rice	is	hot.	Serve	rice	with	
kebabs.

●	Each	serving	without	rice:	About	320	calories,	18g	protein,	
9g	carbohydrate,	26g	total	fat	(8g	saturated),	2g	fiber,	76mg	
cholesterol,	1,160mg	sodium.

●		Each	serving	rice:	About	85	calories,	2g	protein,	17g	car-
bohydrate,	1g	total	fat	(0g	saturated),	1g	fiber,	0mg	choles-
terol,	150mg	sodium.

For	 thousands	 of	 triple-tested	 recipes,	 visit	 our	 website	 at	
www.goodhousekeeping.com/recipefinder/.



MOUNT RUSHMORE (continued)
●	 Mount	Rushmore	was	worked	on	by	400	men	
and	women	from	October	1927	to	October	1941.	Of	
the	workers,	about	140	worked	on	the	mountain;	the	
others	built	roads,	cared	for	tools	and	helped	in	other	
ways. 
●	 Dynamite	 was	 used	 for	 90	 percent	 of	 the	
carving;	about	450,000	tons	(408	million	kg)	of	rock	
was blasted away to create the artistic renderings.
●	 Workers	had	to	sit	on	“swing”	seats	hanging	
from cables to drill into the stone. Many had to 
climb	 over	 500	 steps	 daily	 to	 reach	 the	 top.	Even	
with	all	of	the	dangerous	possibilities,	few	were	hurt	
and	none	died	on	the	project.
●		 Borglum	 died	 in	 1941	 before	 Mount	
Rushmore	was	finished.	His	son,	Lincoln,	took	over	
the	work.	Work	stopped	on	the	sculptures	on	October	
31,	 1941.	When	 the	 United	 States	 entered	World	
War	II,	there	was	no	more	money	for	the	monument.	
●		 Mount	Rushmore	stands	the	same	today	as	it	
did	in	1941.	It	was	cleaned	in	2005,	the	first	time	in	
its	history.	According	to	the	National	Park	Service,	
“Geologists	 estimate	 that	 the	 granite	 at	 Mount	
Rushmore	National	Memorial	will	erode	only	1	inch	
(2.5	cm)	every	10,000	years.”	
●	 For	 years,	 Scout	 Troops	 have	 been	 invited	 to	
participate	 in	 flag-folding	 ceremonies	 at	 Mount	
Rushmore.	For	2012,	military	personnel	and	veterans	
from	 the	audience	are	being	 invited	 to	participate.	
The	area	 receives	approximately	3	million	visitors	
annually.   

MOTORCYCLES

Motorcycles	 are	 not	 for	 hauling	 families	 like	 cars	
but	provide	individual	riders	with	transportaion	that	
is both economical and fun.

●		 Most	motorcycle	riders	have	dusted	off	their	
bikes	and	ridden	many	miles	by	the	time	June	rolls	
around.	 Not	 great	 for	 winters,	 especially	 in	 cold	
climates,	 motorcycles	 are	 a	 vehicle	 of	 choice	 for	
riders in summer. 
●	 The	predecessors	to	motorcycles	and	motor	
scooters	 were	 called	 “safety”	 bicycles.	 Safety	
bicycles were so named because they came about 
to	 replace	 the	 high-wheeled	 bikes	 that	 were	 so	
dangerous	 in	 the	1800s.	The	newer	bikes	had	tires	
of the same or close to the same size so they were 
easier to mount and dismount.

continued on next page

MAUI  Castle Kamaole Sands (condo): 
Overlooking Kamaole Beach Park III, 
on 15 acres of tropical gardens, 
complete with ponds, fountains, and 
waterfalls.  1 Bedroom Standard - 
Free child's entree at Denny's with 
paying adult - Fitness center on-site.  
Stay 06/14 - 08/18/12 
Summer on Sale II Promo - New 
bookings only  
        5 nights $650 for up to four 

Cruises, Ocean & River, Tours, Hotels, Air, Car 

CALL NOW for DETAILS!  PLAN YOUR DREAMS 
GET INFO on EXOTIC, AFFORDABLE TRAVEL 

TRAVEL Z WORLD 
801-804-6808 

travelzworld@yahoo.com 
All prices “per person per night” (pppn) + air 

ROMANTIC POLYNESIA – BEST PRICES – AMAZING FREE EXTRAS 

STAYCATION in Las Vegas = CAESARS PALACE 
Book Your Garden of the Gods Pool Oasis 

Package from $113 per Night! 
Includes $25 Poolside Food & Drink Credit 

HAWAI‘I 
Castle Kona Bali Kai (condo): 
Located oceanfront in Kailua-Kona, 
near shopping, dining, and activities 
of historic Kona Town. Mountain-side 
Studio - Free parking - No resort fees - 
Free high speed internet 
Free child's entree at Denny's with 
each paying adult 
Royal Deal Promo   06/21 - 12/24/12 
5 nights from $515 for two 



MOTORCYCLES (continued)
●	 Inventor	 Sylvestor	 H.	 Roper	 built	 a	 steam	
velocipede	in	1867.	(Velocipede	was	the	name	given	
to early bicycles and tricycles.) His invention was 
the	 earliest	 known	 motorcycle,	 with	 an	 ability	 to	
carry enough coal to ride 25 miles. While he didn’t 
fi	nd	 commercial	 success	 or	 fame,	 his	 invention	
inspired	others	in	developing	motorcycles.	
●		 According	to	a	biography	of	Roper,	he	died	
of	 a	 heart	 attack	 while	 demonstrating	 his	 steam	
bicycle’s	speed	and	endurance	during	a	trial	run	in	
Worcester	County,	Massachusetts.
●		 In	 Europe,	 it	 wasn’t	 long	 after	 the	 safety	
bicycle was invented that someone decided to attach 
a	motor.	Gottleib	Daimler	is	credited	with	building	
the	fi	rst	motorized	bicycle,	soon	called	a	motorcycle,	
in	1885.	Daimler’s	bikes	were	made	of	wood	and	
came	to	be	known	as	“boneshakers,”	because	of	the	
roughness of the ride.
●		 In	1892,	Alex	Millet	came	up	with	a	safety	
bicycle design that was a smoother ride with 
pneumatic	 tires	 and	 a	 fi	ve-cylinder	 rotary	 engine	
that was built into the rear wheel. 
●		 The	fi	rst	powered	two-wheeled	vehicles	that	
were	patented	and	produced	successfully	in	numbers	
were	built	by	Hildebrand	&	Wolfmueller	in	Munich,	
Germany,	in	1894.	Hildebrand	&	Wolfmueller	made	
more than 200 vehicles that used a twin cylinder 
water-cooled	engine	and	a	step-through	frame.	
●		 In	 1895,	 the	 French	 company	 DeDion-
Buton	revolutionized	the	motorcycle	industry	with	
its	four-stroke	engine	that	was	capable	of	generating	
half	a	horsepower.	The	engine	drew	attention	from	
motorcycle	manufacturers	worldwide.	The	company	
was	able	to	mass	produce	the	engines.		
●	 Two	American	 motorcycle	 companies	 that	
copied	 and	 used	 the	 design	 of	 the	 DeDion-Buton	
engine	 for	 their	 machines	 were	 Harley-Davidson	
and Indian.  
●			 With	 the	 help	 of	 a	 German	 co-worker,	
Arthur	 and	Walter	 Davidson	 and	William	 Harley	
started one of the most recognizable motorcycle 
companies	in	the	world	today.	In	1905,	the	“Silent	
Gray	Fellow,”	was	the	fi	rst	Harley-Davidson	sold	in	
signifi	cant	numbers.	To	slow	or	stop,	the	rider	had	
to	peddle	backwards!	Today,	over	100	years	 later,	
Harley-Davidsons	remain	popular.	
●			 Indian	 Motorcycles	 started	 off	 as	 the	
Hendee	 Manufacturing	 Company	 in	 1901.	 The	
founder,	George	Hendee,	named	the	“motocycles,”	
(notice	there	is	no	“r”),	Indian	to	signify	they	were	
American	products.	The	Indian	company	closed	in	
1954,	and	after	many	years	and	complicated	 legal	
problems,	a	new	company	began	selling	the	brand	
again	in	1999.	
●	 The	two	companies	continue	to	compete	for	
owners	and	awards.	Both	are	very	much	alive	and	
well with dedicated riders.

JOE’S BARBER SHOP 

699 S MAIN SPRINGVILLE 
No App’t Required – Walk Right In 

When you want to look your Best 

“ YES, we fix $5.99 Haircuts!” 
$2 OFF with this Ad 

DEAR PAW'S CORNER: A friend of mine told me 
that annual vaccinations for my cat and two dogs were 
unnecessary and a total scam. He said I only have to 
vaccinate them every three years and that veterinarians 
are just part of a big racket. What do you think? -- Janine 
H., Knoxville, Tenn.

DEAR	 JANINE:	 I	 think	 you	 should	 talk	 to	 your	 pets'	
veterinarian	before	making	a	decision	that	could	negatively	
affect	their	health,	and	maybe	yours.
Vaccinations	don't	just	protect	pets	against	rabies.	They	also	
receive	vaccinations,	particularly	as	puppies	and	kittens,	for	
distemper,	feline	leukemia,	parvovirus	and	a	number	of	other	
serious	and	potentially	fatal	diseases.	
There	 are	 diseases	 that	 can	 also	 pass	 between	 pets	 and	
humans,	and	vaccinations	can	prevent	them.
"Pets	 can	 easily	 contract	 Giardia	 and	 Leptospirosis	 from	
standing	water	 or	 damp	 grass,"	 said	Dr.	Meg	Connelly	 of	
the	Willard	Veterinary	Clinic	in	Quincy,	Mass.	"Many	dogs	
love	 swimming	 in	 water,	 sniffi	ng	 around	 in	 the	 mud	 or	
rolling	in	the	wet	grass.	Unfortunately,	without	immunization	
protection,	these	pets	are	at	risk	for	contracting	a	serious	or	
even	fatal	illness	that	can	easily	be	spread	to	humans."
Keeping	shots	up	to	date	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	prevent	
both	your	pets	and	you	from	becoming	ill.	And	even	though	
they	seem	pricey	up	front,	they	are	nothing	compared	to	the	
cost	of	medical	care	if	a	pet	should	become	ill	from	a	disease	
it could have been vaccinated against. 
Again,	 talk	 to	 your	 pets'	 vet	 about	which	 shots	 they	 need	
regularly	and	when	they	need	to	get	them.	If	cost	is	a	factor,	
many	cities	and	towns	sponsor	low-	or	no-cost	vaccination	
clinics	 that	 will	 get	 pets	 up	 to	 date	 with	 their	 shots	 for	 a	
reasonable	price.

Send	 your	 questions	 or	 comments	 to	 ask@pawscorner.
com,	 or	write	 to	 Paw's	Corner,	 c/o	King	 Features	Weekly	
Service,	 P.O.	 Box	 536475,	 Orlando,	 FL	 32853-6475.	
For	 more	 pet	 care-related	 advice	 and	 information,	 visit	
www.pawscorner.com.

Do Pets Really Need 
Vaccinations?



COMMUNITY NEWS BITS 
PAYSON 

Visit our website for valuable Coupons and Updates at:  paysoncitychamber.com 
 
Business of the Month                            South Utah Valley Electric Service District  

   803 N 500 E.  
 
Payson Area Chamber of Commerce 
hosts Hispanics in Action  
Dr. Jose` Enriquez and Director Ivan 
Cardenas and peer students from Payson 
High School will speak of the benefits of 
this, soon to become, global program to 
assist students to graduate from high 
school and college in addition to gaining 
self-confidence and respect as they 
accelerate the success of the program.  
 Please register today, as there needs to 
be a meal count. The public is invited. 
Seating is limited. 
  
Leads Group Networking will begin at 
11:30 am. John Salimbene will be the 
featured business of the event. 
 Register today:  
Norene Jensen, 801.636.1040, 
norene.invests@yahoo.com;  
Chamber Director Carolyn Bowman, 
801.465.2634, Colin Logue 801.609.8699 
utahavenueinsurance@gmail.com 
  

Elkridge Car Show – Sat Jun 30 
Elkridge City Fire Department 
9 A – 1 P           No Entry Fee 
Arrowhead Upholstery (Shessann &  
Colin Logue) have been asked to put  
on the 1st Elk Ridge Car Show.  We  
are looking for donations, sponsors,  
and car entries.  
 
Please contact  
Arrowhead Upholstery (801) 609-8744  
for more information.  

 
To join/renew membership with Chamber of Commerce, please contact Carolyn 

Bowman, 801-465-2634 
Pleasant Grove  

Primary Elections - Early voting for the Primary  
Elections is taking place now through June 22nd.   
Primary Election Day is on June 26th, 2012. 

 
Promenade - The Pleasant Grove Promenade  
kicks off Thursday, July 5th from 5-9 p.m. in the  
downtown city park.  For more information or to  
register as a vendor visit  
www.pgpromenade.com 

 
Spanish Fork 

FIESTA DAYS RODEO – BE A PART OF HISTORY 
Tickets are on sale for the 2012 Fiesta Days Rodeo. Go 
to www.spanishfork.org to select and purchase your 
tickets. 
The 2012 Rodeo will be the first year in the newly rebuilt 
and expanded arena; you’ll want to be a part of history 
and part of the great rodeo action you’ve come to expect 
with Fiesta Days. In its third year as a Million Dollar Pro 
Rodeo Silver Tour, the rodeo will be even better than 
ever.  The dates of the rodeo are July 20, 21, 23, and 24;  
All nights start at 8:00 pm with pre-show events starting  
at 7:30 pm. 
 

Spanish Fork Farmer's Market  
The market begins July 28th and run through November 
3, 2012. Located at 100 West Center Street behind the City 
Office Building the Farmer's Market is a fun place to shop 
for fresh produce from local growers and vendors. 
Registration for Season Vendor Passes is available now!  
Fees apply and food handler permits and state licenses 
may be required.   NO craft items will be sold at the 
Farmer's Market. No exceptions will be made.  
Business Fairs will run once monthly and will be located 
at 40 South Main, Spanish Fork. Fee will apply to the 
Business Fair also. 
Contact the Spanish Fork Salem Chamber of Commerce 
at 801-798-8352 or office@spanishforkchamber. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Bottom row from left to right: James Lopez, 
Yazmin Rosales, Erik Garcia, Yohena 
Garcia. 
Second row from left to right: Ana Lopez, 
Eluney Peve, Cinthya Zavala, Carlos Reyes. 
Third row from left to right: Mrs. Brenda 
Gillie, Jaisha Webb, Gabriela Cisneros, Mr. 
Ivan Cardenas 
Top row from left to right: Alma Murillo, 
Yanet, Carreño, Kathy Rodriguez, Maria 
Elena Solorzano, Brenda Escobar. 
 
 

1. Nineteen seasons.
2. The Dodgers' Duke Snider (1952, 
1955).
3. Wide receiver Ron Shanklin, in 1970.
4. Indiana's Steve Alford (1987), 
Oklahoma's Dave Sieger (1988) and 
Kentucky's Tony Delk (1996) all hit 
seven in a championship game.
5. Philadelphia's Ron Hextall and New 
Jersey's Martin Brodeur.
6. It was 1964 (Bob Schul).
7. Betsy King won by 11 strokes in 
1992.

1. North Carolina
2. Edith Wharton
3. Cleopatra
4. Campbell's Soup
5. Steven Wright 
6. Printing press
7. Rational number
8. "On the Town"
9. Amphibians and 
reptiles
10. "Psycho"

De-Cluttering 
For Mental 

Health

Q: My husband has claimed pretty much the entire garage 
with his workshop, tools and lawn-care equipment. A lot 
of it is necessary, but he just keeps collecting stuff. He's 
got least three of the same screwdrivers and wrenches, and 
endless jars of old screws, nails and fasteners. I'd love to 
be able to park one of our cars in there. Or at least, you 
know, walk around without tripping over stuff. How can 
I get him to clean out the place without starting a feud? 
-- Carol T., Providence, R.I.

A:	Getting	your	husband	to	neaten	up	what's	become	his	man-
cave	can	be	a	real	chore.	He	probably	sees	as	necessary	what	
you	see	as	extraneous:	those	extra	sets	of	tools	have	a	purpose,	
at least in his mind. 
Talk	directly	to	him	about	it	--	the	trick	being	not	to	accuse,	nag	
or	cajole	him.	He	may	not	be	very	receptive	to	your	request	
that	he	give	you	enough	space	to	park	the	car	in	the	garage,	but	
tell	him	that's	what	you	want.	Don't	build	it	into	an	argument;	
he's	likely	to	just	dig	his	heels	in	and	not	budge	at	all.	Instead,	
try	to	get	him	to	talk	about	what	he'd	really	like	to	do	with	the	
space.	It's	hard	to	work	in	a	messy	workshop;	did	he	have	any	
projects	planned	that	he	hasn't	yet	started?	Does	he	really	just	
want	a	place	to	get	away	for	a	few	hours?	Find	out	what	he	
wants,	and	see	if	you	can	work	from	there.
One	option	you	might	bring	up	is	that	the	extra	tool	sets	and	
other unneeded items can be sold by throwing a yard sale or 
putting	them	up	online	on	a	sales	or	auction	site.	The	profit	can	
be	used	to	buy	an	item	for	the	workshop,	like	a	power	tool,	a	
refrigerator or an old couch.

HOME TIP:	A	tackle	box	is	one	way	to	store	different	sizes	
and	types	of	fasteners	like	bolts,	nuts,	washers,	and	so	on.	It's	
portable	and	allows	for	quick	access	to	the	items	you	need	to	
complete	a	repair.

Send	 your	 questions	 or	 tips	 to	 ask@thisisahammer.com,	 or	
write	This	Is	a	Hammer,	c/o	King	Features	Weekly	Service,	
P.O.	Box	536475,	Orlando,	FL	32853-6475.


